THANKSGIVING DAY PARTY

Topic: The history of celebration Thanksgiving Day
Aim:  Формувати та розвивати вміння долати труднощі у вивченні англійської мови шляхом невимушеного спілкування під час перегляду презентації та прослуховування інформації; Виховувати інтерес до вивчення іноземної мови; Ознайомити учнів з новим для них святом, яке ніколи не святкувалось в Україні;  Заохочувати школярів до пошуку нової інформації про англомовний світ; Нагородити найактивніших учнів.

                   Procedure

1. Telling the information about holiday.

	Teacher:
	Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!

We are happy to see you at our party. Today we are going to speak about Thanksgiving Day. You know, that it is a very famous and popular holiday in the USA. We’ll do it in such a way: first, we’ll say a word or two about the history of this colourful holiday and then will play a little.


Many Americans think of Thanksgiving as a wonderful time to celebrate getting out of school for a long weekend, and eating a great dinner. Or, maybe they think it is the start of the Christmas holiday season. What is the real meaning behind Thanksgiving? Catherine Millard writes:
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We can trace this historic American Christian tradition to the year 1623. After the harvest crops were gathered in November 1623, Governor William Bradford of the 1620 Pilgrim Colony, “Plymouth Plantation” in Plymouth, Massachusetts proclaimed:

"All the Pilgrims with your wives and little ones, do gather at the Meeting House, on the hill… there to listen to the pastor, and render Thanksgiving to the Almighty God for all His blessings."
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This is the origin of our annual Thanksgiving Day celebration. Congress of the United States has proclaimed National Days of Thanksgiving to Almighty God many times throughout the following years. On November 1, 1777, by order of Congress, the first National Thanksgiving Proclamation was proclaimed, and signed by Henry Laurens, President of Continental Congress. The third Thursday of December, 1777 was thus officially set aside:

"…for solemn thanksgiving and praise. That with one heart and one voice the good people may express the grateful feelings of their hearts, and consecrate themselves to the service of their Divine Benefactor;… and their humble and earnest supplication that it may please God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, mercifully to forgive and blot them (their manifold sins) out of remembrance… That it may please Him… to take schools and seminaries of education, so necessary for cultivating the principles of true liberty, virtue and piety under His nurturing hand, and to prosper the means of religion for the promotion and enlargement of that kingdom which consistent of 'righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost'…"
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Then again, on January 1, 1795, our first United States President, George Washington, wrote his famed National Thanksgiving Proclamation, in which he says that it is…

"…our duty as a people, with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God, and to implore Him to continue is… our duty as a people, with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God, and to implore Him to continue and confirm the blessings we experienced…"

Thursday, the 19th day of February, 1795 was thus set aside by George Washington as a National Day of Thanksgiving.
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Many years later, on October 3, 1863, Abraham Lincoln proclaimed, by Act of Congress, an annual National Day of Thanksgiving "on the last Thursday of November, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent God Father ." In this Thanksgiving proclamation, our 16th President says that it is…

"…announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord… But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, by the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own… It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people…"
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So it is that on Thanksgiving Day each year, Americans give thanks to Almighty God for all His blessings and mercies toward us throughout the year.

 (A Song “Happy Thanksgiving”)

	
	

	Pupil 1:
	All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small
All things wise and wonderful:
The Lord God made them all.

	Pupil 2:
	Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
God made their glowing colours,
And made their tiny wings.

	Pupil 3:
	T – for time to be together,
Turkey, talk and tender weather.
H – for harvest stored away,
home and hearth, and holiday.
A – for autumn's frosty art
and abundance in the heart.

	Pupil 4:
	N – neighbours, and November,
nice things, new things to remember
K – for kitchen, kettles, croon,
kith and kin expected soon.
S – for sizzles, sights and sounds,
and something special that abounds.

	Together:
	That spells THANK – for joy in living
and a jolly good Thanksgiving!



	
	FROM THE HISTORY OF THE HOLIDAY



	Pupil 5:
	Thanksgiving started about 390 years ago with the Pilgrims. In the fall of 1620, one hundred Pilgrims came to the United States from England. They came on a boat, the “Mayflower”. Half of the people came for religious freedom. All came for new lives.

	Pupil 6:


	The first winter the Pilgrims were hungry, sick and cold. Many people died. Then the Native Americans, the Indians, helped the Pilgrims. They taught them to plant corn, build houses, and hunt. During the summer of 1621 their crops grew. In the fall, the Pilgrims had a big harvest. They wanted to give the Indians thanks for their help, so they had a big feast.

	Pupil 7:


	The first Thanksgiving celebration lasted three days. There was plenty of food to eat. There was turkey with nuts, beans, corn bread and sauce made from cranberries. For dessert, there was a pumpkin pie. During the celebration, the Indians and the Pilgrims played games together.



	
	THANKSGIVING NOWADAYS



	Pupil 8:


	In the United States today, Thanksgiving Day is a legal holiday, observed everywhere throughout the country and its territories. It is one of the oldest American holidays. Nowadays it has become one of the best loved and most widely celebrated holiday in the USA. Civic ceremonies, church services and a football game are among the scheduled events. And, of course, the traditional turkey dinner is eaten by families across the land.  

	Pupil 8:
	In the United States today Thanksgiving is a lot like the first Thanksgiving in Plymouth. Friends and families get together for a big dinner. They eat the same food that the Pilgrims and Indians ate in 1621. They often watch a football game in the morning or afternoon. In some places special religious services are held in the morning. In some cities, like New York or Philadelphia, there are big Thanksgiving Day Parades.

For modern Americans Thanksgiving Day is also a day for giving thanks for the good things they have enjoyed during the year.

	
	

	
	THE SYMBOLS OF THE HOLIDAY



	Pupil 9:
	Traditions define a holiday and make it special. In any generation they form a link with the past and comprise a heritage for the future generations. Thanksgiving gives an opportunity to feel this continuous contact of generations The tradition of celebrating Thanksgiving Day is deeply rooted in American history.  And symbols of this holiday are just the same.

	Pupil 9:
	THE PILGRIMS – a small group of people who came to America many years ago for religious freedom.

(“Pilgrim children” – a poem)

Pilgrim children worked hard all day.
Pilgrim children had little time to play.
The first child chopped lots of wood.
The second child helped make the family food.
The third child helped keep the horses fed
The fourth child made a mattress for his bed.
The fifth child made soap and a candle.
The sixth child turned the meat-roasting handle.
Pilgrim children worked hard all day.
Pilgrim children had little time to play.

	Pupil 10:
	POPCORN – It is thought that popcorn was eaten by people thousands of years ago. However, Pilgrim women were the first mothers to serve popcorn for breakfast with sugar and cream. Pilgrims learnt lots of ways of using popcorn from the native Indians.

	Pupil 11:
	TURKEY – Though the wild turkey may not be the most handsome bird of the woods, it’s one of the most interesting and impressive, sharing in the historical and traditional limelight of the harvest season. It was domesticated by the Indians of Mexico.

	Pupil 12:
	“Five plump turkeys” (a poem)

This plump turkey spread his tail like a fan.
This plump turkey, away he ran.
This plump turkey flew up in a tree.
This plump turkey gobbled at me.
This plump turkey said, “I’ll leave right away,
So the cook can’t find me on Thanksgiving Day.”

	Pupil 13:
	PUMPKIN – Pumpkin came through the normal trade roots from Central and South America. Pumpkins were used by the North American Indians centuries before Columbus reached the West Indies. They were boiled, baked in ashes, used in bread, and dried. Today pumpkin pie is a part of most traditional Thanksgiving dinners.

	Pupil 14:
	THE HORN OF PLENTY (THE CORNUCOPIA) – is a familiar Thanksgiving symbol of earth’s bounty, and reminds us how much of our food comes from the earth.

	Pupil 15:
	FOOTBALL – is the most popular game on this day. For many schools the Thanksgiving Day game is the most important one of the year. Usually there are several football matches to watch on TV.

	Pupil 16:
	“All things are bright and beautiful” – (a poem)
The cold wind in the winter,
The pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden:
God made them every one.
God gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
 How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

	
	2.Watching the presentation about Thanksgiving Day.




3Answer the following questions. 

· Did you like this information?

· How do you think why this holiday has got such name?

· When do the Englishmen celebrate this holiday?

· Who were Pilgrims?

· Who proclaimed the National holiday of Thanksgiving in the USA?

· What do people do at this day?

· What are the national dishes at American homes?

· What is the name of American football?

· What is the Black Friday?

-Our party has come to its end. Thank you all for being with us and taking part in our party! (A final song.)
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